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Padbury CE School Newsletter Spring Term 2026
 
Issue 5                                                                                                                                            4th February 2026
Our value this half term is Courage

"So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you” Matthew 7:12


Parent Consultation Evenings
As you know, parent consultation meetings will be taking place on Wednesday 11th February and Thursday 12th February this term. These meetings will be for children in Beech, Oak and Sycamore class and are now available to book through MCAS.  Meeting with Mrs Grace for Maple class will take place after half term on Tuesday 3rd March and Thursday 5th March and appointments for those will go live on MCAS after half term.

Good News!
Miss White has agreed to remain at Padbury with us for two days a week (Mondays and Tuesdays) from half term until Easter. This means Beech class with continue to have the consistent teachers they are used to. Mrs Hunter will be picking up the third day after half term so will be working Wednesdays as well as Thursdays and Fridays. 

Greener Padbury: Go Wild in the Woods - half term dates
We're delighted that Julie will be back in the Millennium Woods to deliver two fun and nature-packed sessions on Thursday 19th February. Book your free space now!

Ball skills tournament – Beech class
The Ball skills tournament will take place at Great Horwood school on Tuesday 10th February.  This event is optional.  If you have signed your child up for this event please drop them at Great Horwood school by 9.30am.  Children need to come to school in their PE kits.  You do not need to send a change of clothes, they can stay in their PE kits all day. Children need to be collected from Great Horwood at 11.15am.  Please collect them from the same spot that you dropped them (details below).  If someone else is collecting your child and you haven’t made us aware, please email the school office.  
The children can be dropped at The Green which, if you come into Great Horwood from Winslow, is past the school turning and the next turning on the left. There is a Green with a car park there where a members of staff will be waiting for the children. Parents will be able to let the children out of the cars, deliver the children to the staff and then drive out of the car park at an exit further down. The children will be walked back to the Green after the tournament to meet parents at the same point. Please don't arrive with children before  9:15am so that Great Horwood parents can drop off and leave the car park. There should not be any issue at 11:15am.



Spellathon
I hope by now the children have chosen which spellings they are working on learning for their spellathon during the week beginning 6th February and are working hard on remembering as many as they can . Little and often is the best way for the spellings to be retained. The best way of remembering spellings is by doing it in a multisensory approach. One strategy is the SOS method where the children start writing the word large, saying each letter out loud (letter names or letter sounds -doesn't matter) and then writing the word again and again underneath, getting smaller each time. Every time they write the word they say the letters out loud. If children are joining letters, their joins help commit the movement to muscle memory of the brain and the memory can then hold that set of letters in that order in its head for next time it is needed. This also works without joining for children in KS1 who are not yet joining.
Good luck everyone. Remember the great cause we are doing this for. We will be asking children to send in their lists in Monday 6th February with their highlighted words so we know which words the children have chosen to learn.

Term Dates
It has now been confirmed that the school will be going ahead with a 2 week half term in October 2026.  Those dates will be Monday 19th - Friday 30th October.  Inset days for staff will be taken with school holiday dates, but this will not affect children.  Please see attached a letter from the ODBST trust regarding this.

Support for your child - message from Burju Muselwhite 
Are you noticing your child feeling more worried, overwhelmed or withdrawn lately, or finding friendships, confidence or school routines harder than usual? I’m pleased to share that Origami Wings CIC is now open for applications for subsidised therapy sessions, with places supported by the National Lottery funding we’ve received. Families can choose what they’re able to contribute per session, and we will cover the remainder from the National Lottery funding, so that cost is not a barrier to getting help at the right time. We offer support including play therapy, EMDR, parent–child/infant–parent psychotherapy, and parenting support, and therapy is typically offered in blocks of 15 sessions (with additional sessions added where needed).

We keep the process simple and respectful: you tell us what support is needed by filling our form on our website, and we’ll be in touch to discuss next steps.

https://www.origamiwings.org/apply.html#/

PFA NEWS

The PFA met this week to share ideas and discuss future events and we look forward to sharing a calendar of events with you very soon.

Don't forget next week at parents evening there will be a pre-loved uniform sale. All the uniform has been sorted and is ready to be purchased. All items £1 each. If your child has grown out of something or you just need some extra trousers, jumpers etc come and take a look. All proceeds will support your child.

Today is the final day to book your child to attend Flim Night on Friday 6th February from 3:15 - 5pm. Lost the letter don't worry just transfer the money into PFA account or drop the money in an envelope with your child/rens names on the front to the ofice.

Don't forget with easyfundraising your online shopping turns into free cashback for Padbuy School! Sign up and your favourite retailers will donate everytime you shop - at no extra cost to you. Sign up before midnight on 9th February and you'll enter us into a giveaway to win £500.  http://www.easyfundraising.co.uk 
then search for Padbury School and set the school as your charity.

Diary Dates
Please find below a table of events for the year. I hope you find these useful. There may need to be changes of dates as we move through the year but hopefully, where we can, these dates will remain. Please note the two INSET days in January and June.  All term dates can be found on our website.

Lucy McFarlane
Headteacher

	



	




	
	

	
	
	

	Activity
	Date 
	Information

	February
	

	
	

	PFA Film Night
	6th
	3.15pm – 5pm
	

	Parents Evening
	11th
	3:30pm - 7pm
	

	Parents Evening
	12th
	3:30 - 5:30pm
	

	Shrove Friday
	13th
	Fun activities to celebrate Pancake Day
	

	Children break up for half term
	13th
	School finishes at 3.15pm
	

	Children back to school
	23rd
	2nd half of Spring term
	

	March
	

	
	

	World Book Day
	5th
	Children come to school dressed as their favourite book character
	

	Celebrating Mothers & Carers day
	13th
	Mothers/Carers Day celebrations - Maple & Beech class only - 2pm
	

	St Patricks Day Assembly in church
	17th
	Whole school, parents welcome at 9.15am
	

	End of term service
	26th
	End of term service at the Church.  All welcome - 9.15am
	

	Padbury's Got Talent & Last Day of term
	27th
	Padbury's Got Talent - Children Only - End of Spring Term - School finishes at 1.30pm
	

	April
	

	
	

	Children back to school
	13th
	1st half of Summer term
	

	May
	

	
	

	SATS week
	w/c 11th 
	Year 6 SATS
	

	Children break up for half term
	22nd
	School finishes at 3.15pm
	

	June
	

	
	

	Inset Day
	1st
	No children In school
	

	Children back to school
	2nd
	2nd half of Summer term
	

	Class photos
	16th
	Whole school class photos
	

	Sycamore class residential
	29th - 1st July
	Visit to Whitemoor Lakes - more info to follow in January
	

	July
	

	
	

	Sycamore class performance
	9th
	Sycamore class end of term performance - 2pm 
	

	Sports day
	10th
	Whole school Sports Day - 9.15am
	

	End of term service
	20th
	End of term service at the Church.  All welcome - 9.15am
	

	Last Day of Summer term
	21st
	School finishes at 1.30pm
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