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Padbury CE School Newsletter Spring Term 2026
 
Issue  2                                                                                                                                            14th January 2026
Our value this half term is Courage

"So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you” Matthew 7:12


Welcome back and a happy new year to you all. It seems a long time ago now, but I hope your holidays went well and you all enjoyed the break. As I said last week, this term we welcome Miss Fernandes into Beech class as she completes her student teacher year. I am sure everyone will make her feel welcome. 

Spellathon 2026
Every year we choose to support a charity to raise money as part of our commitment to making a difference in the wider world and supporting others. This year we are raising money for the Peace and Hope Trust. Uncle Rich (Mrs Grace's uncle and Grandad Grace) came to speak to the children last year about their project with the Trust to support building a nursery in memory of Mrs Grace's mum who helped in building the original school 15 years ago. The children were inspired to help the cause having listened to the talk and now we would like to raise as much money as we can. We hope to continue that support into developing links between Padbury and the school in Bluefields, Nicaragua. The link to the charity is below if you want to find out more. 
The Peace and Hope Trust

How the Spellathon will work
Children will be given spelling lists (reading words and sounds in Maple class) by the end of this week. They will be tested on the words they have chosen to learn in the week before half term, week beginning 9th February. 

We would like children to look at the spelling list they have been given and think about how many they would like to challenge themselves to spell correctly. The sponsored event will take place during the week of February 9th. They will have 3 weeks to practice them so will need to consider how many they could go for in that time frame. 
Once they have decided a target number, they need to see if family and known friends would sponsor them to get that amount correct. It could be that they are sponsored on each word spelt correctly or it could be that they are given an amount for the effort they put into learning them. 
This is not a competition against others; it is a competition against themselves to see how many they can spell correctly to reach or even exceed their target. It does not matter whether that is 5, 10 or 110. How the children learn them is up to them. They could write them out repeatedly, write them large on scrap paper, remember them and spell them out orally. Different children learn things in different ways so it will be up to the children how they feel they might learn them best.
Coming home with this letter will be hard copies of the spelling lists and the sponsorship form. If you have any questions, please contact the school office.

Earrings
Please can I remind parents to make sure any earrings the children are wearing in school are studs. They shouldn't come below the ear as this could be a health and safety issue.

Support for your child - message from Burju Muselwhite 
Are you noticing your child feeling more worried, overwhelmed or withdrawn lately, or finding friendships, confidence or school routines harder than usual? I’m pleased to share that Origami Wings CIC is now open for applications for subsidised therapy sessions, with places supported by the National Lottery funding we’ve received. Families can choose what they’re able to contribute per session, and we will cover the remainder from the National Lottery funding, so that cost is not a barrier to getting help at the right time. We offer support including play therapy, EMDR, parent–child/infant–parent psychotherapy, and parenting support, and therapy is typically offered in blocks of 15 sessions (with additional sessions added where needed).

We keep the process simple and respectful: you tell us what support is needed by filling our form on our website, and we’ll be in touch to discuss next steps.

https://www.origamiwings.org/apply.html#/

Young Voices
Young Voices is fast approaching.  Mrs Grace will send out an email shortly with further instructions and ticket/t shirt information.

PFA NEWS
Welcome back everybody, we are looking forward to a great year of fundraising for Padbury School and Pre-school. The committee will be meeting in the next few weeks to put together an overview of the years events and this will be shared with you all. If you have an idea for an event please do let us know.

We are aware that time is precious and not everyone is able to volunteer, attend meetings or events and thats absolutely fine. A one-off donation is a quick and easy way to make a big difference and show your support without it taking too much of your time. Every penny counts and goes directly to making a difference to the education of the children at Padbury. 

Whether its 50p, £1, £5, £10, £20 or a larger amount your support makes Padbury an even better place for our children to learn and grow. You can make a contribution by:

cash or cheque - in a sealed envelope and handed into the school office.
Bank Transfer - a/c 00222783, sort code: 309139

Our next event is Film Night on Friday 6th February, this is straight after school until 5pm and is kindly run by the staff of Padbury School and Pre-school. More details will follow very soon. Put the date in your diary.


Diary Dates
Please find below a table of events for the year. I hope you find these useful. There may need to be changes of dates as we move through the year but hopefully, where we can, these dates will remain. Please note the two INSET days in January and June.  All term dates can be found on our website.


Lucy McFarlane
Headteacher



	



	
	
	

	
	
	

	Activity
	Date 
	Information

	January

	
	

	Young Voices
	27th
	Oak & Sycamore class
	

	February
	

	
	

	Parents Evening
	11th
	More information to follow
	

	Parents Evening
	12th
	More information to follow
	

	Shrove Friday
	13th
	Fun activities to celebrate Pancake Day
	

	Children break up for half term
	13th
	School finishes at 3.15pm
	

	Children back to school
	23rd
	2nd half of Spring term
	

	March
	

	
	

	World Book Day
	5th
	Children come to school dressed as their favourite book character
	

	Celebrating Mothers & Carers day
	13th
	Mothers/Carers Day celebrations - Maple & Beech class only - 2pm
	

	St Patricks Day Assembly in church
	17th
	Whole school, parents welcome at 9.15am
	

	End of term service
	26th
	End of term service at the Church.  All welcome - 9.15am
	

	Padbury's Got Talent & Last Day of term
	27th
	Padbury's Got Talent - Children Only - End of Spring Term - School finishes at 1.30pm
	

	April
	

	
	

	Children back to school
	13th
	1st half of Summer term
	

	May
	

	
	

	SATS week
	w/c 11th 
	Year 6 SATS
	

	Children break up for half term
	22nd
	School finishes at 3.15pm
	

	June
	

	
	

	Inset Day
	1st
	No children In school
	

	Children back to school
	2nd
	2nd half of Summer term
	

	Class photos
	16th
	Whole school class photos
	

	Sycamore class residential
	29th - 1st July
	Visit to Whitemoor Lakes - more info to follow in January
	

	July
	

	
	

	Sycamore class performance
	9th
	Sycamore class end of term performance - 2pm 
	

	Sports day
	10th
	Whole school Sports Day - 9.15am
	

	End of term service
	20th
	End of term service at the Church.  All welcome - 9.15am
	

	Last Day of Summer term
	21st
	School finishes at 1.30pm
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