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Padbury CE School Newsletter Autumn Term 2026
 
Issue 4                                                                                                                                          7th October 2026

Our value this half term is ‘Love & Kindness.’  
“Love is patient, love is kind."
1 Corinthians 13:4

Dear Parents and Carers,

We hope that you are all well, please see below some important reminders as we draw this half term to a close.

Harvest Festival
A reminder that our Harvest Celebration and Book Look will take place on Friday 16th October.
Doors will open at 1:45pm for a 2:00pm start.
This is a wonderful opportunity to come into school, celebrate Harvest together, and spend some time looking through your child's books to see the learning and progress they have made so far this year.
If you are able to, we would be grateful for any Harvest donations, which will be used to support those in need within our local community.  These will be delivered to the Buckingham Food Bank on Tuesday 13th October, so please ensure any donations are made before this date.

Open School and Book Look
Following the Harvest Festival on Friday 16th October, classrooms will be open from 2.30pm for parents and carers to visit and enjoy a look at the children's learning and achievements so far this year. This will be a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the hard work, progress and creativity of the children, as well as to gain a greater insight into life in the classroom. We are proud of all that our pupils accomplish and look forward to welcoming you into school to share their successes.
As a result, we will not be holding a separate book look alongside Parents' Evening this term.

Parents' Evening
A reminder that Parents' Evening is now live on MCAS, and appointments can be booked via the parent portal.
Parents' Evening provides an important opportunity to discuss your child's progress, celebrate successes, and talk about any areas where additional support may be beneficial.
As previously communicated, we appreciate that some parents may have concerns regarding confidentiality due to the layout of the evening. Teachers will be positioned around the hall and classrooms to allow all appointments to take place efficiently. However, if you would like to discuss a particularly sensitive or confidential matter, please contact the school beforehand so that alternative arrangements can be made. Please do not leave such concerns until Parents' Evening itself.
We encourage all parents and carers to book an appointment and look forward to meeting with you.

ParentPay – Ordering school lunches
If you haven’t already, please ensure that you activate your ParentPay account.  From Monday 2nd November Chartwells will be provide our school lunches and you will need to book these through ParentPay.  The menu will soon be live.  You will be notified as soon as this is available and can start booking meals.

Behaviour Meeting
Just a reminder that we will be holding our Behaviour Meeting on Wednesday 14th October.
This is an opportunity to learn more about our approach to behaviour, how we support children to make positive choices, and the strategies we use to create a calm, safe and productive learning environment for all pupils.
We hope the session will also provide an opportunity for parents to ask questions and gain a better understanding of our behaviour policy and procedures.
We look forward to seeing you there and thank you for your continued support

Parking
Thank you for supporting us in safeguarding the children on site by not parking in the staff car park.
However, we are now receiving an unprecedented number of concerns from local residents and members of our community regarding parking on Lower Way. We understand that parking can be challenging at busy times, but we ask all parents and carers to park considerately and in accordance with the Highway Code.
Please be aware that if vehicles are parked in a manner that is unsafe, obstructive, or poses a risk to pedestrians and other road users, the recommended and best course of action is to report these concerns to the police. Our priority must always be the safety of our pupils, families, staff, and local residents.
We would also like to remind parents that parking is available at Springfield Sports Ground, which provides a safer alternative and helps reduce congestion around the school site.

Dates for Your Diary
	
	
	

	Calendar of Events 2026
	
	

	Activity
	Date 
	Information

	
	

	October
	

	
	

	PFA Disco – whole school
	9th
	See PFA news for more info
	

	Open Morning - for Sept 27 admissions
	15th 
	9.30am 
	

	Harvest Festival – whole school
	16th
	2pm – School Hall
	

	Book Look – whole school
	16th 
	After the Harvest Festival service
	

	School breaks up for half term
	16th 
	Normal time
	

	November
	

	
	

	Children return to school
	2nd
	2nd half of Autumn term
	

	Open Morning - for Sept 27 admissions
	3rd
	9.30am 
	

	Parents Evening
	4th
	3.30pm - 7pm – Pre loved uniform will be for sale
	

	Parents Evening
	5th
	3.30pm - 5.30pm – Pre loved uniform will be for sale
	

	Individual School photos
	12th
	Whole school - children only
	

	Wear what makes you happy day – whole school
	20th
	Please see PFA news for more details
	

	Flu Clinic
	20th 
	Whole school - more info to follow
	

	PFA – AGM meeting
	24th
	Come along to Padbury School Hall and celebrate the past year with the PFA and make plans for next year.  Refreshments will be provided

	

	PFA - Christmas Festival 
	28th
	Selection of stalls, refreshments, raffle, tombola – 11am – 2pm

	

	
	
	
	

	December
	

	
	

	Open Morning - for Sept 27 admissions
	2nd
	9.30am 
	

	Christmas Float
	5th 
	Join the PFA to collect money with the Rotary float
	

	PFA – Wreath or table decorating evening
	8th
	Enjoy a mulled wine at the Blackbird in Padbury while making a wreath or table decoration
	

	Maple & Beech class Nativity
	8th
	more info to follow
	

	Maple & Beech class Nativity
	10th
	more info to follow
	

	Elfridges – whole school
	11th
	More info to follow
	

	Christmas lunch at school
	16th 
	Please order directly through Chartwells
	

	End of Term Service
	17th
	time and location tba
	

	End of Term  
	18th
	School finishes at 1.30pm
	



Mrs Emma Gooding
Head of School

PFA News

The PFA met last night and wanted to share that we agreed to make donations to the preschool and school in the coming days. The pre-school will receive £1,000 and the school will receive £800 with an additonal £400 for maths resources for Oak Class, this was a request made by Mrs Barker Maths Lead. A request from Mrs Bulley for £300 for forest school was also honoured. We look forward to sharing what all the money has been spent on in future newsletters.

We have lots of exciting events planned over the next few months with all money raised being shared between the school and pre-school to supports YOUR childs educational journey.

On Friday 9th October DJ Carl will be back to turn the school hall into a disco for an evening of fun and lots of dancing. He will be turning up the volume as we all enjoy ourselves on the dancefloor. Have you booked your child for the disco yet? If not don't delay.  Beech and Maple Class will enjoy fun, games and dancing from 4-5pm, with a snack included in the price of £5.
Oak & Sycamore will get the chance to impress from 5:15-6:15pm, for a cost of £4, please remember to send your child with money for tuck shop too. Can all children please bring their water bottle which can be filled with juice or water (no fizzy drinks), these can be refilled for free.
If you are a parent of a child in year 6 and you've not booked the disco because you aren't sure how your child will be feeling after receiving their 11plus results you are welcome to book for them to come at the last minute or just turn up & pay by card.

How has your child decided to tackle the 2026 Challenge? What are they doing to raise £20.26? It would be great to hear how you are raising your money. 1 child had a cake stall at her brothers football practice, another made and sold cakes to her neighbours, someone else is making hot drinks and several others are doing jobs around the house.  We ask that you transfer any money raised to the PFA account or send in any money in an envelope with your childs name by Friday 16th October. Thank you to those who have already sent in their money.

After the half term break we have one event before we jump into Christmas preparations. There will be a pre-loved uniform sale during both parents evenings in the school hall. The boxes of uniform will be available for you to buy any items you require. All we ask is for a donation of £1 per item which can be paid by card, bank transfer or cash.

On Friday 20th November its 'Wear what makes you happy' day. In exchange for your child wearing what makes them happy - their favourite dress, pyjamas, football kit or their school uniform and shoes appropriate for school. All we ask is that Maple class donates a chocolate item (this could be a box of chocolates, chocolate biscuits, a bar of chocolate, an individual bar or a multipack). Beech, Oak and Sycamore donates a bottle (in date) (bottle of wine, beer, screen wash, shampoo, bubble bath, tomato sauce, the list is endless). These will be used at our Christmas Festival.

Tuesday 24th November is the PFA AGM in the school hall at 7:30pm. You are invited to come and find out what the PFA have been upto over the past year, what money has been raised and what it has been spent on. We will also look forward to the year ahead. Not sure what the PFA is? This is your chance to come and find out.  Think you can improve the way the PFA do things? Now is your chance to come and share your ideas.  You may not want to join the committee but you may be willing to join our ad-hoc group and support some of our events. Refreshments will be provided.

On Saturday 28th November Padbury School is transformed into our Christmas Festival from 11am to 2pm. There will be refreshments, face painting, a raffle, a range of different stalls, childrens crafts and Santa's grotto. Add the date to your diary now.

Like Christmas tunes? You will love this event and it certainly gets you into the Christmas spirit.  The PFA joins the Rotary and Santa as they move round the streets of Padbury and Adstock on Saturday 5th December from 5pm to 8pm. You are welcome to join us for some or all of the evening as we knock on doors and raise money for the PFA. Dads this may be the event for you! At the end of the evening we finish in the pub for a well deserved drink. Watch out for a poll landing in your WhatsApp group soon.

Tuesday 8th December 7pm at The Blackbird, join us to make a Christmas wreath or table decoration, you choose when booking.  A festive evening of Christmas creativity for £35 which includes a glass of mulled wine. You can secure your space by paying in full now or by paying a £20 non refundable deposit by Friday 16th October and a final payment by 10th November. Wild & Whimsical are looking forward to sharing their creatity with you. Don't delay book your space today, the event is already half full.

Friday 11th December Elfridges will take place during the school day. The team of elves have been busy buying and wrapping gifts and cannot wait to invite the children to choose gifts for their family. More information about this will follow in PFA News and by letter.
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