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Padbury CE School Newsletter Autumn Term 2026
 
Issue 1                                                                                                                                          3rd September 2026

Our value this half term is ‘Love & Kindness.’  
“Love is patient, love is kind."
1 Corinthians 13:4


Dear Parents and Carers,
It has been a fantastic start to the term; it has been lovely to met so many of you on the gate in the morning. Further to my previous email, I wanted to share some important updates and reminders to help ensure a smooth and successful start to the term.  I thought it would be easier to use the Newsletter format just to provide you with some information. 

Important Allergy Reminder
We would like to remind everyone that we are a nut-free and sesame-free school due to children and staff with severe allergies. Please do not send any foods containing nuts or sesame seeds, including peanut butter, chocolate spreads containing nuts, tahini, sesame snack bars, hummus containing tahini, or any products that may contain traces of nuts or sesame.
These precautions help us keep all children and staff safe and ensure that school remains a healthy environment for everyone. Please be very mindful when packing lunches as we do have children and staff with severe allergies.

Attendance Matters
Regular attendance is vital to children's learning and progress. We would like to thank families for their continued support in ensuring that children arrive on time and are ready to learn each day.
The school gates open at 08.35 and classroom doors close at 08.45. If your child arrives after this time, please ensure they are signed in via the school office.

Uniform Expectations
It has been wonderful to see so many children returning in smart school uniform. Please take a moment to ensure that all items of clothing, including PE kits, water bottles and lunch boxes, are clearly named. This makes it much easier for us to return any misplaced items.  A gentle reminder that children should not come to school wearing nail polish, false nails, nail extensions, or temporary stick-on nails. These can become a distraction and may pose a health and safety risk during daily activities. We appreciate your support in ensuring children come to school ready to learn and take part safely in all activities.  Lip balm should not be in school unless it is a medical need as the need to apply lip balm is distracting some children from focusing on their learning.




Reminder About Earrings
For health and safety reasons, if your child has pierced ears, they should only wear small stud earrings. Please ensure earrings can be removed or covered for PE and other physical activities where required.

Hair Tied Back Reminder
Please ensure that children with long hair have it tied back while at school. This helps to maintain good hygiene and safety during learning activities, PE lessons, and outdoor play. We kindly ask that long hair is secured before arriving at school each day.

Toys from home
Please can we ask that no toys or fidgets are brought in from home. If your child requires a fidget during the school day, one can be provided by school when needed.

Curriculum and Learning
Each class will have a curriculum meeting, and I look forward to meeting as many of you there as possible. Doors for these will open at 8.50am:
Oak – Monday 14th September
Beech – Tuesday 15th September
Sycamore – Wednesday 16th September

EYFS (Maple class) will be holding curriculum workshops:
· 23rd September – Reading and writing
· 30th September – Maths
Parking and Site Safety
A gentle reminder to please park considerately around the school and avoid blocking driveways or access points during drop-off and collection times. The safety of our children, families and neighbours is extremely important, and we appreciate your support in helping us keep the area around the school safe.

Homework Reminder
We would like to remind parents that Doodle will be continuing from next week. We are currently reviewing the programme and exploring alternative options, so further updates will be shared in due course. In the meantime, our key expectation is that children read at home every day, as regular reading has a significant impact on progress across the curriculum.
Further information regarding homework expectations and curriculum provision will be shared during our upcoming Curriculum Meeting.

PE Lessons
Children will have PE in the afternoons as follows:
Maple – Monday and Wednesday
Beech – Monday and Tuesday
Oak – Wednesday and Thursday
Sycamore – Tuesday and Thursday




Wrap Around care – S4A
Bookings and all communication will be done directly through S4A.  Please be reminded that there will no longer be the option to collect children 15 minutes after the school day or drop off early in the mornings unless a session has been booked directly through S4A.  

🌅 Before School Club
Our Before School Wraparound Care provision will run daily from 7:30am, giving children a calm, welcoming, and positive start to the school day. Children will have access to a range of activities including games, crafts, construction activities, colouring, quiet areas, and breakfast before the school day begins.
To support different family schedules, we offer flexible booking options starting from either 7:30am or 8:00am each morning.

🌟 After School Club
Our After School Wraparound Care provision will run daily until 6:00pm, giving children a safe, engaging, and enjoyable environment at the end of the school day. Children will have access to a variety of activities including sports, crafts, games, construction activities, quiet areas, and themed sessions, alongside a light snack during the afternoon.
To support different family schedules, we offer flexible collection times at 4:30pm, 5:15pm, and 6:00pm.

Booking Made Easy
✅ Simple online booking system
✅ Childcare vouchers accepted
✅ Tax-Free Childcare accepted
✅ Flexible booking options – pay only for what you need

Whether you’re looking for a consistent weekly routine or flexible childcare across the week, we’re here to support your family’s needs.

Attached below is a link to a welcome booklet for all of the parents and carers at the school, with tutorial videos on topics such as our booking system and frequently asked questions.

https://canva.link/cb530nhzvxaz5j5

My Child at school – MCAS
Any new starters will be sent an MCAS sign in code by early next week.  Please look out for this.  We use MCAs for school reports, Parent evening bookings and payments for school trips.  Please do not hesitate to contact the school office if you have any questions.

Dojo
Across the school, we will be using Dojo and this will replace Tapestry in Maple Class. We will send further information out about this in the coming weeks. 

Dates for Your Diary
Next week we will update you with upcoming events, but in the meantime please be aware of the following upcoming events:
· 8th -11th September – 11+ examinations. Please bear with all the school team while we administer these.

Looking Ahead
We are incredibly excited about the opportunities ahead this term and are already seeing our school values shine through in classrooms and around the school. Thank you for your continued support and partnership as we work together to provide the very best outcomes for every child.
We look forward to an enjoyable and successful term with you all.

Emma Gooding
Head of School
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